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CLIMATE CHANGE AND DECARBONISATION IN THE UK PORT SECTOR

Decarbonisation is crucial operational consideration for harbour trusts managing diverse activities such as fishing, leisure, and offshore wind operations. As maritime sectors contribute significantly to global greenhouse gas emissions, transitioning to low-carbon technologies is vital for environmental sustainability. For fishing and leisure crafts, adopting cleaner fuels and electric propulsion systems can reduce the carbon footprint, enhance air quality, and protect marine ecosystems crucial for biodiversity and fishing industries. 
At Berwick Upon Tweed, as with many other UK ports and harbours, we play a pivotal role in supporting offshore wind operations. Offshore wind farms are central to the renewable energy transition, offering a clean, abundant energy source. By facilitating the infrastructure needed for these operations, such as specialised vessels and support bases, harbours can help accelerate the deployment of wind energy projects. This not only supports global climate goals but also stimulates local economies through job creation and investment in green technologies.
 Decarbonisation efforts also align with regulatory trends and societal expectations, ensuring that harbours remain compliant with evolving environmental standards and attractive to eco-conscious consumers. BHC takes climate change seriously and will endeavour to implement, where appropriate, policies to hopefully mitigate its effects. 
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